MARBLES IN EXILE

| saw you posing under the dark sky
At the British museum
Yearning for the blue sky

Of the Acropolis in Athens

| see the Lapiths and the Centaurs
The Caryatid of the Erechtheion
Pieces of the Propylaia

And damaged scenes of the Gods.

Oh my Gods and Goddesses!

You were attacked by Elgin
Sold by a Sultan at the time
I now wanted to kidnap you

Become a thief of my own belongings.

The vandalism was named ‘protection’
Rumours say Greeks cannot maintain you
As if the orphanage is better nurturer

Than the natural mother.

MAPMAPA XE EZEOPIA

2og eioa vo TolOpeTe OTOV GKOTELVO 0DPAVO
270 Bpetaviko uovoeio
Aayrapwvrog tov yalalio ovpavo

Tng Axpomoing oty Abnva.

Blénw tovg Adrnbes kou tovg Kéviavpoog
Tnv Kopovatida tov Epeyfeiov
Kouudmio an’ ta Ilpomdiaia

Ko kateotpopuéves oxnvég twv Osav.

Q BOcoi pov kar Océg pov!

Agytnkoze enifean amod tov Elyv
TovinOnxare amd Evav covitdvo s emoyng
Tawpa nbera ey vo oog amaydyw

No. yiva KAEQTHS 0TV TOV LOD AVHKODV.

O Paviaiiouog ovoudatnke mpoarooia

Dnueg Aéve oti o1 EAANVeS dev umopodv vo, 6og
oVVTHPHEODY

Aeg Kot 0 oppavotpopeio givai KOAAITEPN TPOPOS

Amo ) pvoikn untépa.



I am far away from the motherland

And so are you

I need no permission to go back

But you do, though you are not orphaned
You are a symbol of democracy

An artistic masterpiece

You are one of the wonders of the world

And yet you are in exile.

Only Byron was on our side
But he ‘lost his marbles’ one day
You are admired by tourists

Ignorant of your grief, yet pride.

Here | am in academia
Daring say a true story
The Caryatid whispers slowly:

)

“It is time to go home...".

You are giving me courage
For challenging an authority
You have survived several atrocities

That is your real victory!

Eiuot modd poxpia omo t yevéreipa pov

Kaui ocic 10 id10

Eya dev yperalouor aoeia yio. va yopiow wiow
Onwg eoeic, av kai oev elote 0pPOVa.

Eiote aoufolo onuorpatios

Evo, koAATeyviko aplatovpynua.

Evo, amo ta aduoro tov koGuov

AlLé wotooo elote oe elopio.

Movo o Mravpov ftav ue 1o puéPog Hog
AMG k1 avTog Tpelldbnke pio uépo

2og Bavudlovv ot tovpioteg

Adaeig yio 10 mEVHog oog, mOTOTO VTEPNPAVELL TOG.

Na ‘nou twpo. otny oxoonuio
Ko toluo vo wo pio ain6vi 1atopio
H Kapoartioo yiBopiler opya:

«Eivar kaipog va woue oriti... »

Mov Jivete T0 KOVPAYIO
Na mpokolréow v eCovoia
Eyete emPiwoer amd morlovg favoalionodg

Avty eivar n mpoyuotiky oog vikn!
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